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Accreditation of Prior Learning 
 

1.1 Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) is the process whereby learners can be exempt 

from some parts of their chosen programme by recognition of their learning from previous 

experiences and achievements. 

 

1.2 Some programmes have approved units/periods of study undertaken at another institution 

or in the workplace. Where this is a recognised part of an approved programme these 

guidelines do not apply. 

 

1.3 Accredited Prior 'Certified' Learning (AP(C)L) is the achievement of learning that has 

been formally assessed and certificated from previous study with a higher education 

organisation. 

 

1.4 Accredited Prior 'Experiential' Learning (AP(E)L) is the non-certified acquisition of 

relevant skills and knowledge, gained through relevant experience, which is capable of being 

evaluated. 

 

1.5 For the purposes of these guidelines, ‘organisation’ refers to a higher education institution 

which can provide evidence of learning and outcomes. 

 

1.6 The term ‘prior learning’ does not include the learning implicit in formal teaching, a work 

placement, group work or independent study designed as part of a programme of study alone. 

Recognition of such parallel learning would be expected to occur in the formal assessment 

practice of the programme. 

 

2. Principles 

 

2.1 It is the achievement of learning, or outcomes of the learning, and not just the experience 

of the activities that is being accredited. In all cases evidence must be presented to the College 

that such learning has taken place. 

 

2.2 Evidence for acceptance of APL should demonstrate that the learner has a reasonable 

expectation of satisfactorily completing the programme for which they are applying. 

 

2.3 Acceptance of prior learning for credit purposes is at the discretion of the College in 

consultation with Industrial Qualifications (The Awarding Body). 

 

2.4 Prior learning should not normally be accepted if five or more years have elapsed since it 

occurred unless the applicant can provide evidence that his/her learning has continued in a 

professional or similar context. In such cases the College may choose to set an assessment to 

test an applicant's current knowledge. 

 

Considering Applications 

Accredited Prior Certified Learning (AP(C)L) 
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3.1 Prior credit obtained from another institution can be recognised in one of two ways: 

 

(a) Exemption from units, the marks of which do not contribute to the final award and need 

not be transferred); 

 

(b) Exemption from units, the marks of which do contribute to the final award and are 

transferred  

 

Recording 

 

4.8 The learning that has been accredited and the amount and level of The Lancashire College 

of Further Education credit from which exemption has been granted should be recorded on the 

learners record system and clearly identified on a learners transcript. 

 

For certified prior learning: 

 

 The awarding institution and year of award; 

 

 The unit title(s), level of study, credit points, and the marks that are being 

acknowledged by the Awarding Body 

 

For experiential prior learning: 

 

 A statement on the transcript indicating that exemption has been given due to 

experiential prior learning 

 


